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million, who qualify for screening
under today’s guidelines are not being
screened. They are not being screened
due to a lack of education, of aware-
ness, or access. That issue needs focus
and attention. If we can make progress
with screening in susceptible popu-
lations, we can make more progress in
the fight against breast cancer.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. POLIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POLIS addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

THE GREAT SEAL OF THE UNITED
STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. GRAYSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GRAYSON. Madam Speaker, I in-
vite you and everyone within the sound
of my voice tonight—all Americans—to
reach into your pockets. Take out a
dollar bill. Turn it around. On the
back, you will see the Great Seal of the
United States.

Our Founding Fathers had very few
ways to communicate with us. They
lived before the time of television.
They lived before the time of radio.
They lived before the time of photog-
raphy, so they communicate to us
through the Constitution. They com-
municate to us through the Declara-
tion of Independence, through the Fed-
eralist Papers, through Iletters that
they wrote, and only one image—and
that image is this image—the image on
our dollar bill, the image of the Great
Seal of the United States.

I invite you to take a close look at it.
I have one right here. The one in my
pocket is in black and white—or green
and white, if you will. The one here is
in color. Take a look at it, and you will
see the American eagle. You will see
that the American eagle is holding ar-
rows on the right, in its claw, and an
olive branch on the left. This had deep
symbolism to our Founding Fathers.
This seal was adopted before the Con-
stitution, itself, was ratified.

The gentleman who had to explain
and to support the adoption of this
symbol as our country’s Great Seal
said that he had the eagle holding ar-
rows and an olive branch to symbolize
war and peace. Specifically, what he
said was, with regard to that olive
branch, he wanted to illustrate the
power of peace. He said, ‘‘the power of
peace,” which is not a phrase we hear
very often. We hear a great deal of the
power of war, but we don’t hear much
about the power of peace.

You will note that the eagle is not
looking toward the arrows. That eagle
is looking toward the olive branch. The
reason the American eagle was placed
by our Founding Fathers with an eye
on that olive branch was that they al-
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ways wanted America to be looking for
peace.

I'm sad to say that we have forgotten
that, this message from our Founding
Fathers from over 200 years ago. We’ve
forgotten that, but it’s still here in our
pockets today and on our dollar bill to
remind us that the Founding Fathers
wanted us to be looking not for war but
for peace.

What is that power that peace has?
The power that peace has is the power
to educate your children, the power to
maintain your own health and the
health of other citizens, and the power
to build roads, hospitals, and bridges.
The power of war is the power to de-
stroy all of that.

[ 1830

That is why our Founding Fathers
warned us against foreign entangle-
ments and why our Founding Fathers
reminded us in the Great Seal to be
looking all the time to peace and not
to war. The things that we do now for
the past 8 years are things that are un-
precedented anywhere else in the
world. The English stopped occupying
other countries in the fifties, half a
century ago. The French stopped doing
it in the sixties. The Portuguese
stopped doing it in the seventies. The
Soviet Union stopped doing it in the
nineties, too late to save the Soviet
Union. And to a large degree the de-
struction of the Soviet Union came
from a disrespect for the power of
peace and a worship of the power of
war. Let’s hope that we recognize that
mistake and let’s hope that we don’t
repeat it in Iraq and in Afghanistan,
wherever the next war might be.

In Washington, D.C., you hear much
discussion of leadership. Everyone
wants to claim that mantle. I'm a lead-
er, he’s a leader, she’s a leader. Every-
body claims to be a leader. Well, there
is a kind of leadership that we need
right now very badly, and that is the
leadership that looks just a little bit
ahead into the future, recognizes
what’s inevitable and tries to make it
come sooner. I have no doubt in my
mind that one day the war in Afghani-
stan will be over. I have no doubt in
my mind that one day the war in Iraq
will be over. The question is, when?

We are the strongest country on
earth, the strongest country that the
earth has ever seen. We end a war when
we decide to end a war, and I submit to
you that that time has come. There is
no force on earth that will make us end
the war. We have to do it now. We have
to fight for the power of peace.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. FOXX addressed the House. Her

remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)
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AMERICA IN AFGHANISTAN:
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, today
Members received another -classified
briefing on our policy in Afghanistan, a
briefing that raised a number of ques-
tions that need answers before our
country commits further troops and re-
sources to that conflict. These are not
loaded questions or simply rhetorical,
they are real questions—and just some
of the real questions—that people in
central New Jersey are asking.

Would this proposed troop increase
bring us closer to capturing or Killing
those responsible for the 9/11 attacks?
If the al Qaeda remnant Americans are
seeking to capture or kill is on the
Pakistani side of the border, or in
Yemen or East Africa, how will sending
more troops to, say, southern Helmand
Province in Afghanistan help us to get
those terrorists who attacked us on
September 11 or might attack us in the
future? Should we send troops to where
al Qaeda isn’t? Should we expand our
aerial strikes? Would an escalation in
air attacks do more harm than good? Is
our intelligence apparatus structured
and capable of giving our military and
political leaders the intelligence they
need to wage this war? Given our lack
of foreign language capabilities, can we
really know what’s going on in the
towns and farms and villages? Does the
deterioration in the military and polit-
ical situation in recent years in Af-
ghanistan result from actions Ameri-
cans have taken or failed to take? If so,
how do we avoid those problems in a
surged military action? What con-
stitutes victory or success in this con-
flict? What is it that we hope to leave
behind once we exit Afghanistan? What
can we reasonably hope to leave be-
hind?

Is the Afghan Government a viable
partner? Is it viewed as legitimate by
the Afghan people? Does the govern-
ment and do the people have the same
dedication to human rights, education
and public welfare that we do? If so,
how will our military troops bring im-
provements in those areas? Do the Af-
ghan people have the same revulsion to
official corruption that Americans do?
Can the Afghan security forces be ex-
panded as quickly as claimed? Is Presi-
dent Karzai correct that he needs ex-
tensive military U.S. security assist-
ance for 15 or 20 more years? Will such
assistance require the use of many pri-
vate security contractors? If so, what
will such a reliance on contractors cost
the American taxpayer? If contractors
are employed extensively in Afghani-
stan, do the State and Defense Depart-
ments have sufficient oversight mecha-
nisms to ensure those contractors oper-
ate more legally and ethically than
they have in, for example, Iraq? What
lessons from Afghanistan’s history can



H14954

we learn about the population’s reac-
tion to the long-term presence of for-
eign troops on their soil? Could Af-
ghanistan degenerate into a civil war
along ethnic and religious lines, as
happened in Iraq?

Is the Government of Pakistan a via-
ble partner? Are they serious about
helping us? Are elements of their mili-
tary and security services still sup-
porting the Afghan Taliban who are at-
tacking our troops? What if President
Zadari is overthrown, as has happened
with previous leaders?

Will our allies actually provide the
troops the President is requesting? And
if they commit 10,000 troops and we
have 90,000 troops, will it be seen as an
international effort or an American
war? If European countries’ troop cas-
ualties rise sharply next year, will
those nations pull out of Afghanistan
and leave our troops to bear the future
burden?

Should we pay for the war openly and
up front? Or should we commit troops
and consider how to pay later? How
would we pay for such an escalation,
including the long-term costs of caring
for our wounded veterans? Is the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs hiring
enough psychological counselors to
treat the number of veterans who need
counseling and treatment for
posttraumatic stress disorder? Do we
even know how to treat PTSD of vet-
erans who have endured two, three or
more combat tours? What should we
make of the fact that the estimated
$100 billion we’ll spend on the war each
year is equal to the cost of the health
reform bill each year that we are de-
bating now?

Are there alternatives to the Presi-
dent’s approach that Congress and the
Nation should explore? What is truly
the best way to secure our country
against future terrorist attacks? Are
we putting the right emphasis on a
military approach to counterterrorism
policy? When extremists can transmit
their ideology and recruit terrorists
over the Internet and via extremist
madrassas and youth groups, are we
fighting on the right battlefield in Af-
ghanistan? Are we doing enough at
home to prevent future tragedies like
the one that occurred at Fort Hood?

Fulfilling our constitutional obliga-
tions regarding matters of war and
peace requires that Congress get an-
swers to these questions and many
more, and help the American people
get these answers.

————

THE PLIGHT OF IRANIAN
DISSIDENTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I join my colleagues as a
member of the Subcommittee on the
Mideast and South Asia on the House
Foreign Affairs Committee. Today our
committee debated a very important
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initiative dealing with Iran sanctions.
But it is interesting that we find our-
selves in one domino effect after an-
other: Iran, Iraq, and then, by exten-
sion, Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Today I rise with a plea to this gov-
ernment and to the State Department
to save those who are now huddled at
Camp Ashraf in Iraq; this government
that we have propped up, that we have
seen thousands of our treasure lost in
Iraq so that we could have a demo-
cratic government, so that it would
have its own boundaries and its own
sovereignty, so it would not be gov-
erned and be a puppet of some other
country. But yet Iranian dissidents are
now huddled, fearful for their lives. In
fact, Assistant Secretary of State Jef-
frey Feldman said, We’re actually more
concerned about an Iraqi desire to
move Camp Ashraf to someplace else
inside Iraq. The expectation is that
they would try to forcibly move them
to a different location in Iraq and that,
too, would lead to bloodshed.

Iraqi authorities under Amnesty
International says it must not forcibly
relocate 3,400 Iranian opponents and
that forced removals of the residents of
Camp Ashraf would put them at risk of
arbitrary arrest, torture or other forms
of ill treatment and unlawful killing.

I’'ve met with Iranians, their fami-
lies, many of whom are in this camp, a
niece, a mother, a brother, and they
have no relief. They have no refuge but
us. And so it is crucial that we inter-
vene with the present Iraqi Govern-
ment, seemingly sometimes a puppet of
Iran, to not in any way cause the
bloodshed and the loss of these dear
souls.

All they wanted to do is to be in free-
dom. Yes, they have disagreement with
the present government, but they are
refugees in the world order; in the
world sense they are refugees, fleeing
oppression. And let me tell you where
Iraq wants to send these huddled few
thousand who simply want to be left
alone, who have already been under the
eye of the storm, who have seen loved
ones lost, bloodshed inside the camp.

And where do they want to send
them? To the east of this area is Al
Busayyah and to the west is Al
Shabaka, the resting place for tribes
and migrants who live in the Iraqi
desert. Moving sand hills, which in the
summer reach temperatures of 158
Fahrenheit under the heat of the sun,
prevent growth of plants and creation
of waterways and toilets for the mi-
grant tribes. Some of the small and
large wild trees which cover a small
part of the area are desperate to sur-
vive during sandstorms and the reloca-
tion of moving sand hills. Many of
them have been trapped under the mov-
ing sand hills while many others, de-
spite having deep roots, are taken in
the sandstorm to locations dozens of
kilometers away. This is where the
members of Camp Ashraf will be sent—
a vast desert of death.

And so it is imperative that this gov-
ernment that we have propped up, that
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we have sent our soldiers to die for,
don’t have the authority to kill 4,000
Iranian dissidents who simply want to
live in peace and alone. I hope that we
can reach our government to provide
safe solace for them, which is one of
the reasons that I supported H.R. 2194,
the Iran Refined Petroleum Sanctions,
which deals with the question of who
might attempt to supply refined gaso-
line to Iran or prevent them with the
materials to enhance their oil refin-
eries. This is to make a firm stance
against Iran’s nuclear proliferation,
but it is also a stance against its
human rights abuses and its penetra-
tion in countries around its area, in-
cluding Iraq, where they cannot seem
to be independent enough, that is, the
Iraqi Government, that they would do
the bidding of the Iranian despotic gov-
ernment and try to move these inno-
cent persons—women, men and chil-
dren—to a place where they will surely
die.

I am grateful in the language that
was submitted in this bill, H.R. 2194,
that my language was kept that had to
do with concerns of human rights in
Iran and that this was put in the find-
ings. It is important that we acknowl-
edge that throughout 2009, the Govern-
ment of Iran has persistently violated
the rights of its citizens. Again I be-
lieve it is important for the United
States to support the dissidents inside
Iran who continuously charge the gov-
ernment with an irregular and illegal
election. I hope that we can move for-
ward in saving these lives.

Madam Speaker, as I close on Paki-
stan and Afghanistan, Pakistan is an
ally to the United States in trying to
bring peace to Afghanistan.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FRANKS of Arizona addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentlewoman from Wy-
oming (Mrs. LUMMIS) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

This evening’s Speaker is a fellow
freshman and it is an honor to serve
with you, Madam Speaker. Thank you
for your time this evening as we pro-
ceed into Hanukkah and the Christmas
season.

We are as freshman Republicans
going to spend some time with you re-
viewing the episodes of the last 12
months: Where are we in terms of
America’s fiscal house? Where have we
been in the last 12 months? And, more
importantly, where are we going as we
prepare for the new year 20107
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